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Dr. Lewis Evans Speaks: 


“The Communist vows that he will be- 


WN 


come a ‘cell’ and he goes out to win 2 
single-handed to the cause. It takes 28 
Presbyterians a whole year to win one to 
their cause! We cannot defeat Communism 
that way! We shall have to give ourselves 
to a recruiting passion under the sign of 
the Cross that will more than equal the 
recruiting passion of the Communist under 


the sign of the sickle. 


“Let us always remember this: that even 
an untruth like Communism propagated 
whole-heartedly will seem to get the best 
of truth like Christianity propagated half- 
heartedly. 


“Evangelism is a truth propagated 
through a passion, and even a passion with- 
out truth can conquer for a time truth 


without a passion. The moment Christen- 





dom combines the truth and the passion 


and the personality it will win the day in 
Dr. FRANK W. PRICE ; 


surprising fashion.’ 
Elected Moderator Of The 
Ninety-Third Assembly 
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EDITORIAL 


Hymns Should Be 
Scriptural 

We are pleased with the plans developing for a 
Joint Presbyterian Hymnal. Such a book is widely 
used in the Churches in Great Britain. A joint effort 
ought to enable the publishers to present a larger 
book with a fuller selection of hymns at a price 
within the range of our congregations. We are de- 
lighted that the new hymnal plans to carry enough 
metrical versions of the psalms to permit our 
Church’s returning to the Scottish custom of having 
at least one psalm in every Sunday morning worship. 
We note with pleasure the names of competent mu- 
sicians working in the undertaking. 


We are concerned that the Joint Hymnal recognize 
that we ought to worship God in ways of His own 
ordering and not set forth for His sanctuary verses 
that run counter to God's Word. In particular, we 
are distressed to hear that the majority of the com- 
mittee on this hymnal is voting to include the poem, 
Once to Every Man and Nation. This poem is set 
to marching music and has some good thoughts in 
it. But The Present Crisis is the work of a Unitarian 
and contains lines that are counter to the teaching of 
the Bible. It is not time that makes ancient good 
uncouth, nor does one keep abreast of truth by evo- 
lution’s swing upward and onward. It is rather the 
risen, living Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Word 
Who challenges and corrects customs and prejudices; 
and of the living God Whom He reveals. The Bible 


well says: 


“The LORD is good, His mercy is ever- 
lasting, and His truth endureth to all gen- 
erations.” 


In the interest of the Christian faith, we particularly 
protest against the inclusion in our hymnal of the 
line 


“Some great cause God’s new Messiah.” 
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Hitler presented National Socialism as God's new 
Messiah. Beyond the iron curtain, Marxianism is 
presented to millions as God's new Messiah. In this 
life and death struggle for the souls of men, Chris- 
tianity can afford to utter no relative message con- 
cerning our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He is 
God's final Messiah. In Him God acted once for all. 
His work is to be eclipsed by no great cause. And 
any cause that professes to be God's new Messiah is 
a false Messiah. Those prophets, priests and kings 
anointed in the Old Testament were types of Christ, 
the absolute and final Antitype. And our name, 
Christians, means that we are anointed by the Mes- 
siah of Israel, Whom God has given us as our Sav- 
iour and our Lord. The celebration of any great 
cause as God's New Messiah is disloyalty to the Lord 
Jesus, God's true Messiah. 
—W.C. R. 





What Is A Christian? 


Many good definitions of a Christian may be giv- 
en. May I venture to offer one which has appealed 
to me? 


I. A Christian is one who Believes Jesus Christ 
This is sometimes called “believing in Him”, or, “be- 
lieving on Him”. Speaking to the unbelieving Jews, 
He said, “for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not’, 
and to His disciples, “Believe me that I am in the 
Father: or else believe me for the very works’ sake 
If we “believe him”, we will, of course, believe on 
Him, and believe in Him. He said some marvellous 
things about Himself; “I am the bread of life”; “! 
am the door”; “I am the resurrection and the life 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life”; “I and th 
Father are one’; “Before Abraham was, I am”. D 
we Believe Him? Then we can call ourselves Chris 
tians. 


11. A Christian is one who Receives Jesus Christ 
Many did not receive Him. But as many as receive: 
him, to them gave he the power (right) to be th 
children, or sons of God. Do we receive Him as 
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Teacher, Savior, King? Then we can call ourselves 
Christians. 


Ill. A Christian is one who Follows Jesus Christ. 

§ When He was choosing His disciples he used these 

words, which were both an invitation and command; 

Follow me. To follow Him means to surrender to 

Him; to say No to self, take up our cross and follow 

Him. To follow Him means to turn our back on 
sin, and “go about doing good, as He did”. 


A person who Believes Jesus Christ, Receives Jes- 
us Christ, Follows Jesus Christ, is a “Born Again” 
Christian. Only the regenerating power of the Holy 
Spirit can make such a Christian. 


alt 1% He 





The Plan Of Union 


(This is the third in a series of articles discussing 





N . . P , . 
. critical weaknesses in the Plan of Union soon to be 
. placed before the General Assembly of the Presby- 


tertan Church in the U. S.) 


r The Word And The 





mere words, or the letter of the Bible, burt all the 


written, spoken and creedal vehicles that are em- 
ployed to explain, enlighten, instruct, exhort and 
command the human heart. Christ, of course, is the 
Eternal Word and He is most clearly seen and heard 
in Scripture which is truly the Word of God. But 
a preacher preaching, a teacher teaching and a saint 
reading his Bible are all manipulating or appropriat- 
ing the “means” which God uses to make contact 
with the human heart. Hence the Word in time, 
for Calvin (by which he meant the Scriptures, 
preaching and teaching) was that which gave mean- 
ing to the ordinances of the Church. It was the Word, 
for instance, which made the difference between a 
living sacrament and a dead memorial service, for 
Christ uses not the bread but the Word to become 
spiritually partaken of. 


As a result, the Reformed tradition has closely 
connected instruction to the ordinances of the 
Church The Word as it is dispensed by men has al- 
ways been considered a vital part of the sacraments 
of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Instruction has 
always been considered important as a part of Church 
ordinances. In our own tradition, the sermon has 
traditionally been a part of the service in which the 
Lord's Supper is celebrated. Instruction for parents 
has been prescribed as a part of the sacrament of In- 
fant Baptism and instruction for adults has been 
prescribed as a part of a profession of faith which 
is to be accompanied by Baptism. 


This intimate connection between the Word and 
the Sacraments is virtually severed by the current 
Plan of Union. True, the Plan specifies that, at the 
time an adult is presented for Baptism, the minister 
should present instruction in the meaning of the 
sacrament and the Plan clearly specifies what shall be 
the nature of that instruction. But the same is not 
true in connection with the ordinance of Infant Bap- 
tism, Or in connection with the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. There is no hint that the Word (ex- 
cept in the words of institution) is necessarily a 
part of the Lord's Supper, in the form of instruction 
or a sermon. One gains the impression, indeed, that 
the outline of instruction given in the one place 
where it does appear (for the sacrament of Adult 
Baptism) is but a gesture in the direction of our 
present Book of Church Order, and that the essential 
theological significance of the provision has been 
overlooked 


Certainly it must be true that any document to 
which we shall be expected to subscribe, must main- 
tain an intimate connection between the Word and 
the sacraments, for therein lies the secret of Calvin- 
ism’s doctrine of the means of grace. 





1 Sacraments 
. One of the more serious and yet less obvious 
¥ weaknesses in the Plan of Union is in that it tends to 
4 sever the connection between the Word and the 
. ordinances of the Church. For those who may feel 
"s that little practical value exists in the finer distinc- 
a tions within our theology, this matter may seem un- 
- important. But it relates to the very heart of the 
4 Reformed understanding of the way God and His 
grace are mediated to mankind. 
The biggest question in all religion is how a per- 
son apprehends God and how the connection is estab- 
lished through which Grace flows from God into 
his heart. We know that we are children of God 
"i through Christ and that His love is awakened and 
ed nurtured within us by the Holy Spirit. But that is 
no final answer to the problem, else religion would 
be solely an individual matter and there would be 
i no use for the Church, the sacraments or preaching, 
r€ tor the Holy Spirit could do it all as He saw fit, in 
VS, any quiet place. 
r , 
. \s a matter of fact, however, preaching and the 
. sacraments are important as “means’’ of grace. John 
Calvin declared that the key to an understanding of 
“ the way in which God works upon us is the Word. 
[The Word, for Calvin, was the objective vehicle for 
the transmission of grace, the means used by the Holy 
in Spirit to awaken our hearts and minds to the love 
5 of God in Christ. By Word, Calvin did not mean 
a 
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Are You Starving? 


A Christian, if he is neglecting daily Bible study 
and a consistent time set aside for prayer, is starving 
his soul and spirit. 


Just as physical starvation means loss of weight 
and strength, with lowering of resistance against in- 
fection and disease, so spiritual starvation means loss 
of interest in spiritual things, lack of power and 
an inability to stand against temptations in their 
many forms. 


A fact which is so obvious should not need dis- 
cussion. But, all Christians face the necessity of de- 
termining to daily walk with God, through reading 
His Word and through talking with him. The world 
and its multiplied pressures make such a determina- 
tion difficult to carry out, but these very things make 
use of the means of grace all the more necessary. 


Christianity is a warfare—a constant warfare with 
Satan and his wiles. How he must laugh to see 
people who profess to be Christians who are spir- 
itually starved because they refuse spiritual food. 


Nothing would do more for the cause of Christ 
than for all Christians to realize the necessity of a 
time of daily devotions and to will that, by God’s 
help, nothing shall interfere with that time with 
Him. 


Starved or strong—the decision is up to you. 


—L. N. B. 





Disciplined Lives 


With all our heart we agree with an English 
writer who recently deplored that conception of 
Christian life as one free of troubles, trials and dif- 
ficulties. 


In our enthusiasm for the 11th Chapter of He- 
brews we only too often fail to appreciate its con- 
nection with the 12th Chapter. God disciplines us 
with multiplied difficulties while at the same time 
he gives us the grace to bear them. When we have 
not experienced the “chastening” of the Lord it can 
well be because we are immature and childish in 
faith and experience. 


Lack of disciplined lives is evidence on every side, 
even among Christians. We think Christianity is a 
sort of insurance against trouble and only too often 
we are unwilling to face up to the fact that it is these 
very trials which God has sent to develop our char- 
acter, giving us the right perspective to life and to 


God. 


We need to accept and ponder these words: “My 
son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor 
faint when thou are rebuked of him: for whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God 
dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he 
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whom the father chasteneth not: but if ye be without 
chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye 
bastards, and not sons.” 


These “chastisements” are unpleasant experiences 
which God permits, or sends, into our lives to teach 
us the discipline of trusting in His grace. James tells 
us: “When all kinds of trials and temptations crowd 
into your lives, my brothers, don’t resent them a: 
intruders, but welcome them as friends! Realiz 
that they come to test your faith and to produce in 
you the quality of endurance. But let the process § 
on until that endurance is fully developed, and you 
will find you have become men of mature character 
with the right sort of independence. (Phillips) 
And then James goes on to tell the one experiencing 
these trials to ask God’s wisdom and guidance and 
it shall surely be given. 


One has but to study the lives of men, whom God 
has greatly used for His glory, to find back through 
their experiences those circumstances which have 
disciplined them and brought them into a sense of 
the reality of God’s presence and help. 


Paul, so talented and gifted and to whom was als 
given special revelations which could have made him 
proud and boastful, found in his own life a “thorn 
in the flesh” from which he prayed earnestly to be 
delivered. But God showed him a better thing: that 
His strength is made perfect in weakenss, that it is 
His grace which is all-sufficient. As a result of this 
experience Paul was able to say: “Therefore I take 
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, 
in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for 
when I am weak, then am I strong.” This discipline 
in Paul's life was a contributing factor in making 
him the kind of man God could so richly use. 


Of our Lord it is said: “Though he were a Son, yet 
learned he obedience by the things which he suf 
fered.” We who are his bond-slaves have no right 
to expect all to be ease and comfort; rather we should 
rejoice in the experiences He sees fit to send into 
our lives. We have at the same time the assurance 
that: “All things work together for good to them 
that love God.” 


—L. N. B 


Rev. John Reed Miller, D.D. 
Joins Journal’s Staff Of 
Contributing Editors 


We are happy to announce the addition of Rev 
John Reed Miller, D.D., to the list of contributing 
editors to the Journal staff. Dr. Miller has recently 
come to our Church from the United Presbyterians, 
having been called to the pastorate of the First 
Church in Jackson, Mississippi. He is a graduate of 
Xenia (O.) Seminary and received his doctorate 
from Cedarville College, (Ohio). We welcome him 
into the Journal family. 





—W.C.S. 
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ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 11 


Bream fishing is sometimes quite difficult be- 
cause the bream lurk around stumps and snags and 
submerged brush. Twice out of three casts your 
hook engages with trash and usually breaks off if 
the line itself isn’t broken. But if you want bream 
you must go into these difficult places, because that 
is where you find them. Much the same with moun- 
tain trout. You must get out into the stream and 
if you do not have hip boots, expect to get wet to 
your waist; also the submerged rocks you must climb 
over and around are very slippery. But you will have 
to take these hazards if you are going to find the 
fish. 


The same is often true in fishing for souls. Some 
valuable to be found down in and 
among the dregs of society—and some thrilling ex- 
periences, seeing the mighty power of the Holy 
Spirit working through our unskilled casting. It is 
not comfortable to go into low places where con- 
ditions are offensive to our cultured tastes, but lost 
souls are there. “For wheresoever the carcase 1s, 
there will the eagles be gathered together”. (Matt 
24:28). One of the best two hours fishing I ever 
had was near some trash and a short distance away 
there was a dead animal floating in the water. The 
breeze was coming from that direction and I had 
to hold my nose most of the time, but O what a 
string of crappie came home with me! 


“catches” are 


The following “experience”, somewhat of this kind, 
has been received by “Anglers,” and while some of 
it may not be pleasant reading, nevertheless it shows 
how those who have slipped and fallen may be res- 
cued from the quagmire of sin and have their “feet 
set upon a rock .. . a new song in their mouths... 
even praise unto our God.” (Ps. 40:1-3). 


This Angler is from South Carolina. Let's go along 
with him and see how wonderfully the Lord blessed 
his very unusual casting. A Testament For Fishers 
Of Men is being mailed to him to take the place of 
the one he gave away. 


Dear ANGLERS: 

| was in charge of a Sunday School in the coun- 
try. A bright young girl was missing from her class 
two consecutive Sundays. On inquiry I learned that 
her older sister who was running a house of ill re- 
pute in a distant town had come and taken her away. 
| was worried and upset. Went to my pastor and 
isked him what I ought to do about it. He could 
tter no suggestion. I had prayed, asking God what 
to do, and I told my pastor I intended to drive to 
hat town and right up to the door of the house and 
see if I could do something about it. Pastor did not 
secm to think it the wisest thing to do, but I went. 
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(Editor's comment: “And he arose and went.” See 
Acts 8:27) I rapped on the door of the house and 
the older sister came and asked what I wanted. I told 
her I wanted to talk to her. She did not invite me 
in, but I went in. I gave her my little Testament 
for Fishers of Men and asked her if she would read 
it every day. After some persuasion she agreed to 
do so. Then I asked where her young sister was and 
if I might see her and she took me to her room. I 
waked the young girl and when she saw me she be- 
gan to cry. I begged the older sister to take her home 
that day, and herself to get out of this horrible busi- 
ness. She agreed to take the girl back home, and said 
she would think about what I had begged her to do. 
She kept her promise and brought the young girl 
back and she resumed her attendance at the Sunday 
School. Not very long afterward she married a steady 
young fellow; they are doing well and she is very 


happy. 


But this is not the end of the story. Some years 
later I received a message that a lady wanted to see 
me and I went to where she was staying. As I walked 
in she asked if | knew her. Her face was familiar 
but I could not call her name. Then she told me 
who she was—the older sister! She said the little 
Testament I had given her had changed her life; 
that as she read it day by day, it showed her what a 
terrible life she was living, and she decided to break 
with it, and with God’s grace and help to live a 
Christian life. She, too, married soon after I had 
this talk with her and has made an ideal wife. Her 
husband got in bad health and was an invalid several 
years, and died, but she stood by him faithfully nurs- 
ing him to the end. She has continued to live the 
new life and I am certain that the little Testament, 
with the blessing and guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
caused this remarkable change. 


(Name withheld). 





Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 











A Living Investment 
in American Youth 


e Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
© Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 
© Military Training for Reserve Commissions 
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Clinton, S. C. Marshall W. Brown, President 

















PAGE 5 


Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


eighteenth article in a_ series by 


B. E.) 


(This is the 
J. V.N. Talmage, 


The Lower Volcanic Ash: 
From Fifty Craters? 


Dr. Van Reit Lowe, one of the leading prehistor- 
ians of South Africa said that the most pressing prob- 
lem of African archeology was to find a sure method 
of correlating pluvial and inter-pluvial climatic os- 
cillations of southern and central Africa with the 
glacial and interglacial periods of north-west Europe. 
If he knew that, then he could say that the men who 
used certain kinds of tools in Africa lived exactly at 
the same time as men who used another variety of 
tools in Europe. 


It will be remembered that there were two layers 
of volcanic ash in the cores of ooze from the North 
Atlantic. In the last article we suggested that the 
upper ash, perhaps from 100 African craters, be- 
longed to the time of Noah, as it was above the 
fourth arctic layer and about the time of the HIATUS 
in Europe. This was much later than the dates sug- 
gested by men who reject the Bible and to be true 
it should stand every possible test. We now proceed 
with the first test. 


The lower layer of ash is said to be similar in com- 
position and form to the upper. Since I said the 
upper ash came from Africa, we must then also find 
signs of an earlier similar explosion there. I could 
not go to Africa for my material as the professors of 
the big universities are wont to do, but I found in 
the University of Pennsylvania Museum some books 
on the geology of Uganda and later other books in 
other libraries which gave data from other parts of 
Africa. From these I found that there had been not 
one but two earlier diaspoptaic disturbances of great 
intensity. The earliest one was erroneously called 
‘“‘end-Miocene,” and the later (middle of three) was 
misnamed ‘‘end-Pliocene.” The first does not concern 
us for it belongs to the very beginning of the Pleisto- 
cene (ice-ages) when there were no human beings. 
But the next (middle of three) exactly fills the de- 
mands of the lower ash in every way. How is that 
for a test? Our theory called for an earth movement 
with volcanic ash and when we looked, there it was. 


Just as we had to jerk the earth-movements that 
accompanied the upper ash explosions up the chron- 
ological scale some 500,000 years to the time of Noah, 
so we will have to give these earlier movements a 
similar kind of jerk, only we will have to jerk harder 
for they will have to come up perhaps 900,000 years 
to the time of Adam. We are working on the theory 
that Adam was created at the time of the lower Arc- 
tic Layer, and as this ash is half way up to the sec- 
ond Arctic Layer, Adam must have been old at that 
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time. In Africa man appeared in the south sometime 


after those middle earth-movements of lower ash 
time. Thus we can see that all those early Africans 
were Adam's posterity, not his ancestors as the Nai- 
robi curator claimed. However we will see in an- 
other series that man reached Egypt just before the 
earth-movements. Fatalities unknown! 


There is no mistaking the earth-movements of the 
two cataclysms. In those of the time of Adam the 
material came from the north and attracted the north 
pole, while in those of the time of Noah the material 
came from the south and attracted the south pole 
This involved other contrasting phenomena which 
we have not space to note. 


Between the two earth-movements there were the 
climatic changes which Dr. Lowe referred to, and 
I feel we have made a fair beginning in the solution 
of his problem. However I don’t think he will like 
the final score, for the age of his early Africans must 
be written with four figures and not six as he would 
have liked. 





“Calvin Said...” 


“For above all else, St. Paul requires that ministers 
be apt in teaching. This ability is especially required 
of them, for it is to this end that they are chosen. It 
is not given to all to preach and to handle the doc- 
trine of God. A man may be faithful by having 
great sanctity of life and not have the skill to handle 
the Word of God in such fashion that it is well re- 
ceived. Doctrine, then, is not the possession of all. 
When it is, it is further required that it be fittingly 
presented. St. Paul does not here say that a man 
should be wise: that is not enough. But he declares 
that he must be apt in teaching, which is to say that 
he possess the right sort of skill. There are those 
who have knowledge but at the same time do not 
have that grace in themselves to apply doctrine « 
the profit of others so that they are edified. We see, 
then, that St. Paul here distinguishes the preachers 
of the gospel in a fitting and special way when he 
says that they must be apt in teaching.* 


Among other things the influence of Calvin has 
done for the Christian Church, it has promoted the 
ideal of educated ministry. The servant of God must 
be a pastor; he must, in these days, be a counselor 
and a personal worker. But above all else, he is 
called to proclaim the Word of God so as to provide 
the means through which the Holy Spirit may work 
in the hearts of men and women for conviction, re- 
pentance and salvation. It is this great and inde- 
structible necessity that prompted the Westminster 
Confession’s emphasis upon the preaching of the 
Word of God as the foremost of the “outward and 
ordinary means” whereby men and women are 
brought to Christ. Many a pastor, discouraged with 


*From a Sermon on | Timothy 3:1-4. 
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the fruits of his labors and weighted with what 
seems to be a barren message, has turned to the Bible, 













1as given its message, has told the story and explained 


the meaning and found God movin »werfully in 
g & px 


he hearts of his hearers. There is no other substi- 
ute for the original gospel, truly and fittingly pre- 


sented. 





A Mother’s Gift—The Bible 
(II Timothy 3:14-15) 


Remember, love, who gave thee this, 
When other days shall come; 
When she who had thy earliest kiss 
Sleeps in her narrow home. 
Remember, ‘twas a mother gave 
The gift to one she’d die to save. 


The mother sought a pledge of love, 
The holiest for her son; 

Out from the gifts of God above 
She chose this holy one; 

She chose for her beloved boy 

The source of light and life and joy. 


I bid thee keep the gift, that when 
The parting hour shall come 
We know we shall meet again 
In an eternal home. 
Thy precious faith in this shall be 
Sweet incense to my memory. 


This Book, the written Word of God, 
Reveals the Living One; 
For in its pages, O my boy, 
You learn of Christ, God’s Son. 
And by His Spirit it shall be, 
Your way for life and eternity. 


And should the scoffer in his pride 
Laugh that fond faith to scorn 
And bid thee cast the pledge aside 
That thou from youth hast borne 
| bid thee pause, and ask thy breast 
If he or I have loved thee best. 


A mother’s blessing on her son 
Goes with this holy thing; 

The heart that would enjoy the one 
Must to the other cling. 

Remember, ‘tis no idle toy— 

A mother’s gift, my darling boy. 
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Have you, too, 


A prominent woman sat in her attorney's 


office discussing the writing of her will. Since 
the attorney had known her and her relatives, 
she asked him if she had forgotten anyone who 
should be remembered in her will. The attorney 
thought a while and then said: ‘Yes, you have 
forgotten Jesus.’ She thanked him, and made a 
substantial provision for the work of our Pres- 


byterian Church in the United States. 


If you wish to name the Board of World Mis- 
sions in your will, the following form of bequest 
should be used: 


“I give, devise and bequeath to the Board of 
World Missions of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, a corporation organized 
under the laws of the State of Tennessee, 
with offices at Nashville, Tennessee, the sum 
Sl 
lowing property, to wit: >)? 


For full information and assistance in making 


a bequest to Foreign Missions write to: 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 

Boarp OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PreseyvTerian CHURCH IN THE UNITED States 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


"To Foretgu Missions a Share” 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JUNE 21 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Practice Of Christian Liberty 


Background Scripture: Galatians 5-6. De- 
votional Reading: Galatians 6:1-10. 


The practice part is always the hard part. Paul follows great doctrines by practical duties which naturally 
flow from these doctrines. Doctrinal preaching is very necessary, for what one believes largely determines his 
course of action. We must be sure to let these basic beliefs of our Christian religion bear fruit in our lives; 
otherwise we will give occasion for the criticism which we often hear about “barren orthodoxy”. There is 
really no such thing as “barren orthodoxy”, for true orthodoxy is fruitful unto good works. A barren fig tree 


is not an orthodox fig tree, but a mere imitation. 


In these chapters Paul is emphasizing fruit-bear- 
ing as a practical result of Christian Liberty. 


I. An Exhortation to “Stand 
Fast”: 5:1-12 


Christ has made us free, as He promised when He 
said, If the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed; let us not go back into slavery again, either 
slavery of sin, or slavery to the law, for we are not 
“children of the bond woman but children of the 
free”. If we try to be justified by the law, we are 
severed from Christ; we are “fallen from grace” in 
the true meaning of that phrase. The Church would 
have been saved from those dark centuries preceding 
the Reformation if she had kept this teaching of 
Paul which he stresses so earnestly in his epistles. 
The Church of the Middle Ages went back to the 
bondage of the law, and also to the bondage of her 
dictators, many of whom were wicked men and poli- 
ticians of the worst stripe. They paid more atten- 
tion to worldly pomp and political power than to 
the preaching of the Gospel, and the study of God's 
Word. Many were entirely ignorant of the Bible. It 
was neglected, and the great doctrines of grace were 
covered over with a mass of man-made traditions and 
ceremonies. Work-righteousness was taught; in- 
dulgences were sold; morals were at a low ebb, and 
the Church was almost dead. When Luther and oth- 
ers began to read and study the Bible, especially the 
Pauline Epistles, the light broke upon their confused 
and crushed souls, and also upon Europe, and the 
Great Reformation was born. The Protestant Church 
began to “Stand Fast” on the glorious truth of sal- 
vation by Grace. Paul's letter to the Galatians had 
much to do with this tremendous event. 


Il. An Exhortation to Bear Fruit: 


“Walk in the Spirit’: 5:13-26 

Use not liberty (freedom) for an occasion to the 
flesh, but by love serve one another. He had remind- 
ed them in verse 6 that we are saved by a faith that 
works by love. Now he is urging them to let that 
faith express itself in service to others. 
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There were some in Paul’s day who said, If we are 
saved by grace; if works have nothing to do with our 
salvation, then let us do as we please, continue in sin 
that grace may abound, for the more we sin the more 
God's grace is displayed. Paul nips this idea in the 
bud. That sort of faith is not saving faith, but a dead 
faith; real faith is living; it expresses itself through 
loving deeds; For all the law is fulfilled in one word, 
even in this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself 


“Walk in the Spirit’. There is a battle going on 
between the old sinful nature, (the flesh) and the 
new nature which we receive when we are born 
again. We must yield ourselves to the Spirit and live 
as new creatures in Christ Jesus. If we are thus led 
of the Spirit, we are not under the law. 


Paul gives a long list of the “works of the flesh”, 
very similar to the list of ““old filthy rags” which he 
gives in Ephesians and Colossians. (see Eph. 4 and 
Col. 3) He warns them that they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. In 
Ephesians and Colossians hé exhorts them to “put 
off”, and “put to death” these terrible sins. 


Then he gives a list of “the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness (kindness 
goodness, faith (faithfulness), meekness, temper- 
ance: against such there is no law”. He tells them 
that they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh 
with the affections, (passions) and lusts, and be 
seeches them again to walk in the Spirit. Liberty is 
not the license to do as the flesh dictates, but as the 
Spirit leads us. It does not make us desirous of vain 
glory, provoking one another, envying one another 


Ill. An Exhortation to 
“Do good”: 6: 1-10 


1. Restoring a brother who has been overtaken 
in a fault. This is one of those duties which, I am 
afraid, is sadly neglected. We see a fellow-Christian 
overtaken by some besetting sin, and instead of try- 
ing to restore him, we criticize, or deal harshly with 
him, or perhaps pity him but make no effort to he 
him. A kind word, a gentle rebuke maybe, miglit 
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encourage him to come back and be faithful again. 
| read a book once called ““The Klondyke Klan.” It 
was the story of a company of men and women who 
set out for the gold fields of Alaska. They helped 
each other, waited for some to get well when they 
were sick. and all of them reached their destination. 
In Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress one of the best loved 
characters was Great Heart, who made it his business 
to “restore” those who fell by the wayside. We need 
more “Greathearts” in the Church! We must do this 
work in the spirit of meekness, considering ourselves 
lest we be tempted. 

2. Bearing one another's burdens. There are 
three kinds of burdens: (1) those we must bear our- 
selves, like our personal responsibility to God, (2) 
those we can help bear, and (3) those that we must 
cast upon the Lord” ( Psalm 55:22) In this, too, we 
must be very humble: we must realize that we are 
nothing; our sufficiency is of Christ. 


3. Share our knowledge with others. We are to 
teach and be taught. Some of the most valuable les- 
sons we learn are taught us by ordinary people. 


4. Sowing to the flesh and sowing to the Spirit. 
There is a law in the spiritual world which cor- 
responds to a law in the natural world; the law of 
sowing and reaping. Every farmer knows how this 
law applies in the natural world—we reap what we 
sow. Every man ought to realize that a similar law 
applies in the spiritual realm. He that sows to the 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption. We see the 
evidence every day in our newspapers which give us 
the sad and sordid stories of those who have cor- 
rupted both mind and body. 


Thank God for the other side of this picture! He 
that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 
everlasting. If we keep on sowing good seed we shall 
one day reap a rich harvest. Many of us have seen 
this law work out in the lives of God's saints. A man 
who keeps on praying, reading the Bible, depending 
upon the Spirit, going about doing good, shall cer- 
tainly reap a splendid character. We know the old 
saying; sow an act, and reap a habit; sow a habit and 
reap a character; sow a character, and reap a destiny. 
However, this sowing must be done in and through 
the Spirit of God; it is not a man-made process. 


Let us not be weary in well doing; let us never get 
tired doing good. All will agree that it is a good 
thing to attend the worship of God in His House; 
that it is a good thing to have the family altar, to 
have a regular period for our private devotions, to 
lo good to those about us; but many seem to tire of 
this monotonous routine. Their spiritual life is a 
kind of haphazard affair; they will attend church one 
Sabbath and miss two; they will read their Bibles one 
morning and then skip a week. The farmer who 
tarms in that sort of way will never make a success 
f farming; neither will the farmer who 
ind quits before harvest time. 


gets tired 
This is w hat Paul 1 


rying so hard to tell us; keep on, never grow weary, 
lever give up; we will reap in due season. Some one 
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has said that “stick-at-ive-ness” is one of the most 
valuable qualities a Christian can have. 


This “doing good” is to reach all men, but espe- 
cially those who are of the household of faith. Just 
as a man has a double obligation to his own fam- 
ily, so the Christian has a special obligation to his 
fellow Christians. We are all one Family. Some- 
times we call each other “brother” and “sister”. I like 
this. But whether we call each other by these names 
or not, we should feel and act like real brothers and 
sisters. They say that blood is thicker than water. The 
‘blood tie” that binds all Christians together should 
be thick and strong. Love is another cord that 
should hold us together. Remember what Jesus said; 
He that doeth the will of my Father, the same is my 
sister and mother and brother. If we are His breth- 
ren then we are blood relations of every other Chris- 
tian in the wide world. 


Words: 6:11-18 


“See with how large letters 1 write unto you with 
mine own hand”. Most of Paul’s letters seem to have 
been dictated; he writes this one himself. The ex- 
pression, “with how large letters” lends support to 
the view that Paul's “thorn in the flesh” was some 
sort of eye trouble, and that he was almost blind. 

He warns them again in closing that they must 
not be entangled again in the bondage of the law. 
There were those who were trying to pull them 
back into this slavery that they might glory in 
their flesh. Our Christian religion does not con- 
sist in regulations and rituals and ceremonies, or in 
good works alone. It is based upon the fact that 
we are new creatures in Christ Jesus. It is hard to kill 
the spirit of the Pharisee, the formalist. 


IV. Concluding 


His great declaration in verse 14 is well worth 
meditating upon; “But God forbid that I should glory 
save in the cross” etc. (see Phil. 3:3,7,8.) 


Paul had many things of which he might have 
been proud; he could boast of good ancestry, of 
good moral life, of righteousness of the law, of the 
orthodoxy of a strict Pharisee. He knew that all of 
these together could never gain eternal life, so he 
counted them all as refuse that he might win Christ 
and be found in Him. It was of a crucified and 
risen Savior that he boasted “I bear in my body the 
marks of the Lord Jesus”: Paul was a good soldier; 
he had scars to show for it. 


Commendable Training 


A Mississippi friend sends the following, vouch- 
ing for it as a true story. The mother of a 10-year 
old boy said to him: “Son you’ve grown up so of 
late and have so many interests outside of home 
that in a way I feel as if I had lost you. What do 
vou think of my training your baby brother to be a 
Mama's boy and staying closer to me?” Ten-year- 
“T’ll feel sorry for him, for you'll al- 
ways have him hunting for your Burpee’s seed cata- 
log, or THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL!” 


old replied ° 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 21 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 





Investors Wanted 


WORSHIP SERVICE 
Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be 
Invocation 


Hymn 

Scripture: Romans: 12:1-5 
Prayer 

Offering 

Hymn: “I Gave My Lite For Thee 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


“Take My Life and let it be consecrated Lord to 
Thee” are surely words that must echo with rever- 
berating sweetness through the halls of heaven, when 
they come from a young heart which has been sub- 
dued by the love of Christ and constrained by that 
same love to invest its all in God's service. When 
one has comprehended in even a small way what 
Christ has wrought for him upon the cross, the re- 
sponse of the heart is inevitably, “Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” The Apostle Paul, zealously 
persecuting the Christians in his day, believed in so 
doing that he rendered God a service, but one day 
he met the risen Lord on the Damascus Road and 
from that day forward became a bondslave of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, willing to spend and be spent, to 
invest his life, that he might make Him known to 
others. 


With just such a passion in his heart, every young 
person wonders how he can best serve the Lord and 
how he can prepare himself for that service. There 
is indisputable evidence in the Word of God that 
there is a plan for every life and if he be willing and 
will earnestly seek that plan through the faithful 
reading of the word of God, and daily prayer, God 
will surely lead him to his appointed place, and even 
furnish detailed directions along the way. 


Generally speaking, there are three ways in which 
we can invest ourselves for the Lord. Our first speak- 
er will talk about the first of these—our time. 


First Speaker. 


As Christians, “we are not our own, we have been 
bought with a price,” even the precious blood of 
Christ. Our time, then, is not ours to do with as we 
will but should be invested for Him. First of all, our 
time is His in worship. This involves any time of 
conscious communion with God, either through the 
reading of the word, through prayer or meditation, 
whether it be in the Sanctuary, in the prayer closet, 
or in our daily activities. Often must we draw nigh 
to God in contemplation of His wondrous grace to 
us in Christ that our hearts may respond with an 
ever deepening and expanding love to Him, a love 
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which will manifest itself in a compassion for the 
souls of men. 


Then our time is His in witnessing. Just before 
he ascended into heaven, Jesus told His disciples, 
“Go ye and preach the Gospel to every creature. 
Christ died for all men! Can we then forbear t 
tell them? God will make opportunity for us to 
witness in our daily contacts if we are really in 
earnest and seek His guidance. 


Then our time is His in our walk. In order to be 
faithful and effectual witnesses for our Saviour we 
must lead the kind of lives which demonstrates in 
the most practical way the faith and message which 
we profess. All through the Epistles we find in de- 
tail the pattern for our conduct as Christians, con- 
duct which will show unmistakably that Christ 
dwells within our hearts and gives us the power to 
walk in righteousness and true holiness. All of our 
speaking will be of no avail as a testimony to others 
if our conduct is inconsistent with what we say, 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


Indeed, our time belongs to the Lord in all of 
these areas of life and each seems as important as the 
other. But in our walk how often we find that it is 
so much easier to tell than to do. Let us beware, 
then, of profession without performance. Let us 
listen now to our second speaker who will talk about 
the second way in which we can invest ourselves for 
the Lord—through our TALENTS. 


Second Speaker. 


God has given to each one special gifts or talents 
which, if given whole-heartedly to Him, will be 
multiplied and increased and bring forth much fruit 
for His glory but if selfishly withheld will become 
impotent and fail of their purpose. We all remem- 
ber the parable of the talents concerning the man 
who, traveling into a far country, called his servants, 
and gave unto one five talents, to another two and 
to still another, one; to every man according to his 
ability. The first used his five talents to make five 
more and likewise the one with two increased his to 
four, but the third buried his and so had no increase 
to give his Lord. The first two received the Lord's, 
‘Well done, thou good and faithful servant—thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many. Enter into the joy of thy Lord.” 
The last received the Lord’s scathing rebuke, “Thou 
wicked and slothful servant,’ and his talent was 
taken from him and given to the one with ten tal- 
ents. So we see very clearly revealed a principle here 
that what the Lord has given we must use or we 
will lose it. 
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By way of illustration, this principle applies in the 
realm of the natural. An arm or leg unused will 
wither and lose its usefulness while one actively used 
becomes strong and muscular. A seed left on the 
shelf will remain a seed still but if sown will bring 
forth many fold. So, our talents spent for the Lord, 
will increase and bring blessing to many, returning 
oftentimes to bless our own lives. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


Not only should we invest our talents for the Lord 
but we should remember not to look longingly on 
the talents of others, wishing we could “speak like 
John,” or “sing like Sue,” but be content to use the 
ones which God in His wisdom has given us for His 
service. Now we will hear from our third speaker 
who will tell us how we can invest ourselves in our 


lITHES. 
Third Speaker 

Most of us have no trouble with the giving of our 
time and our talents to the Lord but when it comes 
to our money, we have a little difficulty. Tithe, of 
course, means “tenth,” and in old testament times 
God required of Israel that they give a tithe of all 
their increase with which He had prospered them, 
of both flocks and fields. This was “Holy unto the 
Lord,” it belonged to Him and if they withheld ic, 
they were robbing God, as Malachi so plainly puts it. 
Not only so, but they were robbing themselves of 
God's promise “to open the windows of heaven, and 
pour out a blessing that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it.” The tithe, however, did not 
begin with the Levitical order but even Abraham 
gave tithes unto Melchizedek, King of Salem. So 
we see in the tithe an application to God's people for 
all time—that of a rendering of a tenth of our in- 
crease to the Lord as belonging to Him and as a re- 
minder that all things are His, “the earth and the 
fullness thereof.” In bringing our gifts and offerings 
we have but to remember God's priceless gift to us, 
His own beloved Son, our Saviour, whom He freely 
offered up for us all to save us from sin. So great 
was His love to us—how can we withhold from Him 
anything at all? 


It is an immutable law expressed in various ways 
in God’s word that as we give, so shall we receive. 
Jesus said, “Give and it shall be given unto you; 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and 
running over shall men give into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that ye mete withal, it shall be 
measured to you again.” Again, in Proverbs, we 
read, “There is that that scattereth and yet increaseth; 
and there is that witholdeth more than is meet, but 
it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be made 
tat: and he that watereth shall be watered also him- 


self.” 


In the last analysis, we are only stewards, required 
to be faithful in investing what God has given to us. 
PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


When we consider all these ways in which we can 
nvest ourselves for the Lord we realize that most of 
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us do fall short at one or more points. But let's re- 
member what it means when we say, “TAKE MY 
LIFE.” It means a giving of myself, my all, with 
nothing withheld, to my Lord to be used for His 
glory. 





Women’s Work 


From W oman To W oman 





Dr. Frank C. Laubach estimates that there are 
eight hundred million women in the world who can- 
not read or write. In many lands, the percentage of 
men who can read and write is distressingly small, 
but invariably the percentage of women is very 
much smaller still. Till recent years, even if women 
had had the opportunity to learn, in many areas so- 
cial custom would have prevented their learning, or 
even wanting to learn. Certainly they could not have 
had men teachers. They could not leave their homes 
to learn; many cannot today. And learning did not 
commend them to their husbands and families—in- 
deed. it was considered a hindrance, rather than a 
help, to the woman in her duties in the household 
and in the fields. 


BEAST OF BURDEN OR CHILD OF GOD? 


Christian missionaries introduced a new concept 
of womanhood: the wife no longer a chattel but the 
equal and the helpmeet of her husband, responsible 
with him for the maintenance of Christian standards 
in the home and the upbringing and nurture of the 
children. On that basis, mission schools for girls 
were started, often before schools for boys, even 
where parents had to be paid for sending their 
daughters. The old idea that women should not be 
educated, gradually fell away where there were mis- 
sion schools for the girls to attend. 


Burt these schools were usually in the cities, while 
most of the people lived in the villages, and it was 
an endless process to teach only children, who might 
well lapse back into ignorance when they returned 
to village homes without books or respect for 
knowledge 


TEACH A WOMAN AND YOU TEACH A FAMILY 


Fortunately the discovery of adult education more 
or less coincided with the discovery of simple ways 
of teaching adults. Dr. Laubach’s method of teach- 
ing literacy has the simplicity of all great things. It 
calls for a phonetic picture chart, and for two people 

—one who has learned to read it, one who has not. 
That is the essence of the “each one teach one” 
method. You do not need a classroom—you can tack 
the chart to a tree. The teacher may be a woman 
with a baby on her back; the pupil may be another 
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woman with a baby on her back. A woman who can 
read the chart can carry it to the home of a friend, 
and teach her there. Even where custom still requires 
a woman to veil her face, no veil need be drawn 
across her intellect. Enlarge a mother’s life, and all 
her family is enriched. 


FIRST LITERACY, THEN LITERATURE 


Reading a phonetic picture chart is the first step. 
Suitable reading matter, adult in its ideas but simple 
vocabulary, must open the next doors. “The Story 
of Jesus” tells “the old, old story” in words easy to 
understand. Then there are brief but accurate book- 
lets on topics close to the family life. 


Dr. Laubach, who in each country he visits ascer- 
tains the subjects on which the people most want in- 
formation, says the women, who now come in great 
numbers wherever literacy campaigns are arranged, 
“are learning about ideal home making, child care 
and education, home economics, balanced diet, clean- 
liness, the true meaning of a Christian life, the true 
meaning of love, the proper relation of man and wife, 
the joy of flowers and gardens, and all that makes a 
woman's life more abundant for herself and her fam- 
ily.” That is the aim—the more abundant life which 
Jesus sought for everyone for the woman as well as 
the man. 


“FROM DARKNESS INTO LIGHT’ 


After two weeks of studying the Laubach method, 
the wife of an Arab refugee in the Gaza Refugee 
Camp wrote Miss Mighael, her teacher 


My dearly beloved Miss Halana, 


I am writing to you the first letter after I learned 
reading and writing 


I send you every thanks for your work for our 
fatherland and I ask God to keep you and to help 
you in this good work which the method of master 
Laubach has given us. 


I have come from darkness into light, 


The Faithful Anma. 





“QUESTIONS THAT COUNT” 
THE PRESBYTERIAN U. S. SERIES OF 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 


Sunday, June 14, 1953 
Topic: 
“How Can I Be Saved?” 
Rev. John F. Ander- 


son, Jr. 


Consult Local Station 
For Time 


Write For Copies 
Of Messages 
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“Then Shall The Lord 
Go Out Before Us” 


Once David, Israel's hero King inquired of the 
Lord and God answered, “Let it be, when thou hear- 
est the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry 
trees, then thou shalt bestir thyself; for then shall the 
Lord go out before thee’ 


From every part of the Synod of Virginia there is 
the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry 
trees. Presbyterians are bestirring themselves in in- 
tergroup relations, with God leading the way. Many 
of our women are taking an active part in planning 
the Assembly's Negro Work Campaign—a Virginia 
woman is a member of the Assembly's Committee 
and many of our women have indicated their will- 
ingness to serve on the Speaker's Bureau. No one 
can estimate the influence this Campaign will have 
in helping to solve one of the most difficult prob- 
lems of the U.S.A. and of the world. God grant that 
we Presbyterians may keep step with Christ a9 He 
leads the way to oneness in Him. 


With the dissolving of Snedecor Memorial Synod, 
Negro churches became members of the presbyteries 
in which they were located. Uneasiness was felt by 
many as to the reception Negroes would meet at 
synod, presbytery and district meetings. We are 
happy to report that in this synod no distinction has 
been made between delegates. White and colored of- 
ficers alike make their reports and have equal voting 
privileges. If meals are served, all share alike and 
real Christian fellowship is achieved and an enrich- 
ing experience is enjoyed by all. 


Three Christian Training Schools for Negro wom- 
en have been generously supported by all of our 
presbyterials—at Storer College, Harper's Ferry; at 
Lawrenceville and at Stillman College. At Storer, 
with 104 registered the first year, and at Lawrence- 
ville Faculty and students room in the same building 
and have meals together. Delegates from these 
schools have reported at local and district meetings 
and will report at some of our presbyterial meetings. 
This indicates a definite advance, as up to very re- 
cent years minority groups objected to this and re- 
ports were usually made by white women. As an 
outcome of these schools hundreds of vacation Bible 
Schools for Negro children were held—70 in Win- 
chester alone. From Montgomery comes the good 
news that 150 children were enrolled in a weekly 
Child Evangelism Class and many also enrolled in a 
Bible school held in a Negro church, both taught 
by white women. Winchester reports a day nursery, 
interracially supported, for Negro children of work- 
ing mothers. 


We are living in a new day—a day that will play 
its definite part in bringing peace on earth and 
good-will among men. For there is a great door and 
effectual opened unto us, and though there are many 
adversaries, “Let it be, when we hear the sound of 
a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, then shall 
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we bestir ourselves, for then shall the Lord go out 
before us.” 


Virginia (Mrs. Donald W.) Richardson. 
Women of the Church, 
Synod of Virginia. 





1,000 Year Old Child 


The discovery in Palestine of the 4,000-year-old 
skeleton of a small child has been announced by Dr. 
Joseph Free, Director of the Wheaton College 
(Wheaton, Illinois) Archaeological Expedition, now 
working at Dothan, 60 miles north of Jerusalem. The 
expedition staff found the remains of the year-old 
child directly under the corner stone of a heavy stone 
wall, dating from the Middle Bronze Age (2000- 
1600 B.C.). 


At the child’s head was a small bowl for food, in 
its hand a small juglet for drink, and at the feet a 
larger jar, presumably for additional food. 


The discovery may represent one of the founda- 
tion sacrifices made by the ancient pagan Canaanites, 
who apparently made human sacrifices, according to 
implications given in the Bible. 





“Yours In His Service” 
In Korea 


I capped fifteen student nurses on February 28. 
This means that they have completed the six months’ 
basic study. We now have twenty-five student 
nurses, and plan to admit fifteen more the first of 
April. We are getting some good nurses and I am 
enjoying watching them develop. 


The refugee problem is much less acute this win- 
ter, but the orphan problem seems to grow rather 
than diminish. There are about 600 orphans in the 
two local city orphanages, one for small children and 
one for the older ones. We go daily to the one where 
the small children are and take milk and baby food 
which is provided by the Civil Assistance Command. 
The number of serious cases of malnutrition among 
them is most distressing. We have about thirty-five 
sick ones in the hospital most of the time and our 
nursery has grown to thirty-five babies. Babies are 
being abandoned at an alarming rate. The week be- 
tore I left Chunju, one was brought in that was 
picked up by the roadside out in a country district. 
The baby is several months old; has a black eye and 
scratches on its face. Another was found near the 
ailroad track and brought in by two boys from the 
tphanage. A third one was brought in from the 
efugee camp, its mother having died. We are able 
to get good homes for some of them, and it is always 

joy to have the foster mother bring the baby back 
» $€e us. 


Mrs. Petrie Mitchell of our Mission has just been 
ermitted to go to Korea with her small son. We 
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are delighted over this and hope it means that we 
will soon have the families coming in to swell our 
depleted numbers. Korea is certainly the land of 
great missionary opportunity at this time. We are 
most thankful for what you at home are doing to 
make this work possible. 

—Margaret Pritchard. 





Women To Women Evangelism 
By Virginia Richardson 


Did you ever stop to think that you are never with 
any woman—friend, relative, stranger white, colored 
—-that you are not witnessing for or against the 
Christian Way of Life? Witnessing is not something 
we can choose to do, or not to do. The only choice 
we have is: “What shall my witness be?” If Christ 
is in you—has His rightful place—first place—in 
you, for He will have first place or none. Woman to 
woman evangelism is as natural as breathing. 


A minister moved into an old residential section 
of a city. Crab grass had seeded itself for decades be- 
tween the crevices of the brick paved side-walk in 
front of the manse. Weed killers proved unsuccess- 
ful, so soon the mistress of the manse began going 
out early each morning with an asparagus knife to 
weed it out. Gradually women, passing to or from 
work, or accompanying children to school stopped 
to chat. One stopped every morning, until a real 
friendship sprang up between them. She was a Cath- 
olic, though long inactive, married to a Protestant, 
who through drink had brought great hardship on 
her and their two sons. Today mother, father and one 
son are members of a Protestant church and the whole 
family happy in their home and church life. “Thanks 
be to God Who leads us, wherever we are, on His 
vwn triumphant way and makes our knowledge of 
Him to spread throughout the world like a lovely 
perfume! We Christians have the unmistakable 
“scent” of Christ, discernible alike to those who are 
being saved and to those who are heading for death. 
To the latter it seems like the very smell of doom, 
to the former it has the fresh fragrance of life it- 
self” II Cor. 2:14-16. J. B. Phillips. 


Ruth worked for three years in the bookkeeping 
department of a large store while her husband fin- 
ished his education. Soon after they moved to an- 
other city, she died at the birth of their first child. 
One day our phone rang. The head of that depart- 
ment of the store said, “Can you give me the address 
of Ruth ’s husband? Our department 
wants to ask for the privilege of adopting her daugh- 
ter as far as clothing goes, for we have never known 
such a radiant young woman as Ruth was. Our of- 
fice will always be a better place because she worked 
here, and we want to do something for her daugh- 
ter.” Now Ruth didn’t set out day after day to wit- 
ness! Christ was in her—her Hope of Glory, Her 


Power for Service! 
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Church News 


Orange Presbytery 





The Presbytery of Orange met for its 367th Stated 
Meeting in the Griers Presbyterian Church on the 
occasion of the Two Hundredth Anniversary of the 
Church. There were 44 ministers and 51 elders en- 
rolled. Dr. W. M. Currie, associate pastor at the 
First Presbyterian Church, Greensboro, was elected 
moderator. 


During the Devotional Service Memorials were 
read to Rev. Frank Morton Hawley, S. T. D., and 
Rev. Branson L. Wood. Mrs. P. Hunter Dalton, 
Presbyterial President, presented an excellent report 
from the Women of Orange. After a final reading 
of the Revised Manual of Presbytery it was ordered 
to be printed in booklet form. 


From the Church Extension Committee came the 
report that two new Churches had been organized in 
the Presbytery during the past year: the Star- 
mount Presbyterian Church, Greensboro, N. C., and 
the Covenant Presbyterian Church of Chapel Hill. 


As part of the report on the Negro Work Cam- 
paign Dr. John E. Richards, pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Roanoke, Virginia, brought a splen- 
did and inspiring address on the challenge of the 
Southern Negro. 


The Judicial Commission of Orange Presbytery 
gave its final report on Chapel Hill concerning the 
dissolution of the pastoral relationship and the dis- 
missal of all of the officers of the Church. A notice 
of complaint against the Presbytery of Orange to the 
Synod of North Carolina was filed by members of the 
Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church protesting the dis- 
solution of the pastoral relation between their Church 
and Rev. Charles M. Jones. The following respond- 
ents were named by Orange Presbytery to be their 
representatives before Synod when the complaint was 
heard: Dr. T. Henry Patterson, Rev. Z. T. Piephoff, 
Rev. G. Aiken Taylor, Elder E. Frank Andrews, and 
Elder D. J. Walker. 


The benevolent Treasurer, Dr. T. Henry Patterson, 
reported an increase in gifts through Presbytery’s 
treasury. The total for the year was $223,329.00. 
Presbytery adjourned to meet at the New Hope Pres- 
byterian Church and at Camp New Hope on Thvts- 
day, July 16. 

Howard F. Newman, Stated Clerk 
Later: 

The Journal is informed that Synod appointed a 
commission to review the documentary evidence in 
the Chapel Hill case and to report to the Moder- 
ator, who would call an adjourned meeting of Synod 
to receive this commission’s report, giving five days 
notice. Notice has now been issued by Moderator 
Albert B. McClure, under date of May 28, calling 
the adjourned meeting of Synod to convene June 
2nd, 1953, at 11:00 o’clock a.m. in the First Pres- 
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byterian Church, Raleigh, N. C., to receive the re- 


port and to take such action as may be deemed 


necessary. 





Dr. Kerr's Retirement 


Dr. E. D. Kerr, professor of Old Testament Lang- 
uage, Literature and Exegesis at Columbia Theolog- 
ical Seminary in Decatur, retired from the faculty at 
Columbia May 19 after thirty-eight years service to 
the seminary. At his formal retirement, the 72-year- 
old professor received a book of more than 300 let- 
ters of appreciation from the seminary alumni. He 
also was presented a television set as a token of ap- 
preciation of his service. 


On the same day of his formal retirement, Dr. 
Kerr delivered the dedicatory address for Columbia’s 
$325,000 John Bulow Campbell library. 


Arrangements have been made for Dr. Kerr's por- 
trait to be painted by Mrs Hunter Blakely, wife of 
the Secretary of Division of Higher Education, Rich- 
mond, Va. The portrait will be presented to Colum- 
bia Theological Seminary. 





THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY 
First PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MEMPHIS ... TENNESSEE 

The mother church of Presbyterianism in Mem- 
phis celebrates its 125th anniversary on June 7th. 
The First Presbyterian Church has occupied its down- 
town location at the corner of Poplar Avenue and 
Third Street for a century and a quarter The char- 
ter members totaled only 5 and were organized by 
the Reverend W. C. Blair into the First Presbyterian 
Church on June 1828. From this modest begin- 
ning the church has grown to be the mother of four 
Memphis churches, and the only downtown Presby- 
terian Church in the city. The churches organized 
by the First Church are: Second Presbyterian Church, 
organized in 1844; Chelsea Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, organized in 1856; Alabama Street Presby- 
terian Church, organized in 1868; and Frayser Pres- 
byterian Church, organized in 1948. 


Three church buildings have been erected by this 
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congregation on the same location. The first church 
was built of brick in 1834 and was forty feet wide 
by sixty feet long, with a gallery for the slaves. A 
roster of the church published in 1845 contains the 
names of 248 white members and 46 negro members 
who were full communicants of the church. The 
growth of the congregation made necessary the erec- 
tion of a larger church building, which was com- 
pleted in 1854. This church was the pride of Mem- 
phis and one of the finest church buildings in the 
mid-south. This beautiful building was burned com- 
pletely in 1883 and only $4,000.00 in insurance was 
carried on the property. The present sanctuary was 
erected in 1884, and the Sunday School building was 
completed in 1928, the Centennial year. The church 
has recently installed a new Wicks pipe organ, an 
elevator, a new carpet and air conditioned the sanc- 
tuary and chapel. 


Among the notable ministers who served the 
church none is more honored than the Reverend 
Francis H. Bowman, who served as pastor from 
1868 to his death by yellow fever in 1873. Dr. 
Bowman became immortal in the memory of 
the church through his service to the plague-stricken 
people of his congregation. He was urged to 
leave the city of Memphis but chose to remain to 
minister to 37 people who were sick with yellow 
fever in the immediate vicinity of the church. He 
continued his ministrations to these people until the 
day before his death on October 6, 1873. Because of 
the yellow fever epidemic, the funeral service was 
held at the cemetery and at the exact hour of the 
service, the roof of the church collapsed. It is quite 
probable that if the service had been conducted in 
the church many would have been injured. A beau- 
tiful rose window in the sanctuary is a fitting me- 
morial to the memory of this honored minister. 


The anniversary celebration will begin May 31st 
and will close June 7th. The Reverend T. B. Hay, a 
former minister, will preach the anniversary sermon 
on Sunday morning, and Sunday evening the Pres- 
byterian Churches of Memphis will unite in the 
First Church for a union service celebrating this an- 
niversary. Meeting with the Presbyterians at this 
service will be the First Methodist Church, which oc- 
cupies the same block with the First Presbyterian 
Church and has been a good neighbor for 125 years. 
These two churches witness together for Christ in 
the business area of the city of Memphis. 


The church, in celebrating its history of 125 years, 
is planning for the erection of an additional Sunday 
school building in the future and seeks the blessing 
of God upon it as it continues to witness for Christ. 
Our present minister is the Reverend Robert S. 
Hough. 
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What You Can Do 


Dr. Laubach says to the educated women of 
America, “You hold the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven for the women now suffering in ignorance 
and slavery.” 


No gift is too small or too large. A small gift will 
print charts, provide primers; a large gift will print 
the booklets. Send gifts to Committee on World 
Literacy and Christian Literature, Division of For- 
eign Missions, National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A., 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
10, N. Y. 


It is your privilege to share, “as God hath pros- 
pered you,” in bringing your fellow women “from 
darkness into light.” 





Eight Candidates To 
Be Examined 


Eight candidates for the ministry of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S, will be examined by Atlanta 
Presbytery when the Presbytery meets May 26 at 
Lithonia Church, Lithonia, Ga. All eight candidates 
are graduating this year at Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Decatur. 


The candidates and the churches to which they are 
called, are: Carroll R. Stegall, Jr., of Wilmington, N. 
C.—Pryor Street Presbyterian Church, Atlanta; Wade 
H. Ball, Jr., of Atlanta, Ga—Jackson Presbyterian 
Church, Jackson, Ga.; Philip W. Dunford, Miami, 
Fla—West Point Presbyterian Church, West Point, 
Ga.; Samuel H. Christopher, Jr., from West Colum- 
bia, S. C. —Rehoboth Presbyterian Church, Decatur, 
Ga.; Reuben Wallace, Bartow, Fla—Smyrna Presby- 
terian Church in Conyers, Ga.; Douglas W. Hix of 
Winchester, Tenn —Dallas Presbyterian Church, La- 
Grange, Ga.; Forest L. Traylor, Jr., from Atlanta— 
Austell Presbyterian Church, Austell, Ga.; and David 
Daniels, East Point, Ga.—Jonesboro Presbyterian 
Church, Jonesboro, Ga. 


Two ministers who are to be received into Atlanta 
Presbytery are transferring from other Presbyteries. 
They are Dr. Frank Brown, coming from Dallas Pres- 
bytery in Texas, to Columbia Theological Seminary 
where he will teach; and the Reverend Harry A. 
Fifield, from Montgomery Presbytery, Lynchburg, 
Va., who comes to Atlanta to become pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta. 





Columbia Theological 


Seminary 


More than 125 graduates of Columbia Theological 
Seminary gathered at the seminary’s Alumni Lunch- 
eon on May 19 to pay tribute to Dr. E. D. Kerr upon 
the occasion of his retirement from full time duties 
as a professor of that institution. An address of ap- 
preciation was made by Dr. H. E. Russell of Mont- 
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gomery, Alabama, who then presented Dr. Kerr 
with a bound volume of approximately 300 letters of 
appreciation from his former students. Dr. Harry 
K. Holland of Marietta, Georgia then announced for 
the alumni the gift to Dr. Kerr of a handsome con- 
sole television set with 21 inch screen, and also the 
fact that the Alumni Association had arranged to 
have a portrait of Dr. Kerr painted as a gift to the 
seminary. Later in the day Dr. Kerr delivered the 
principal address in connection with the service of 
dedication for the seminary’s new John Bulow Camp- 
bell Library. 


During the Commencement Exercises of the sem- 
inary May 24, 25, Rev. Marc C. Weersing of Jack- 
son, Miss., delivered the Baccalaureate Sermon and 
Dr. Franklin C. Talmage of Atlanta, Georgia 
preached the annual sermon before the Student So- 
ciety of Missionary Inquiry. At the Commencement 
Exercises held in the Oakhurst Presbyterian Church 
on Monday morning, Dr. Charles R. Eberhardt, Pro- 
fessor of Bible at Davidson College, delivered the 
graduation address, his subject being “The Incom- 
parably Realistic Literature’. Dr. Stuart R. Oglesby, 
pastor of the Central Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, 
acted for the Board of Directors in awarding di- 
plomas to 60 members of the Senior Class and to 
seven graduate students as follows: 


Certificates 


Charles Phil Esty 
Donald Roy Esty 
Clifton Randolph Terrell 
Keeran Chester Willis 


Bachelor of Divinity 


Joseph Daniel Beale 
Anderson Wood Buchanan 
Robert E. Burnett 

Kenneth L. Christy 

Julian F. Craig, Jr. 

David N. Daniels 

Philip W. Dunford 

Ernest E. Gilmore 

Curtis C. Goodson 

William Wayne Hatcher 
Jefferson Bryan Hatchett, Jr. 
Roy Wiley Hicks 

John Richard Hornick 

Carl Minnis Lazenby 

Odis Milton McNeill 

Laban Samuel Magbee 
George Beatty Merrin 
Lardner Charles Moore 
Henry Edward Morren 
Warren Niles Potts 

John Henry Sadler 

Richard W. SaurBrun 
Francis Muir Scarlett, Jr. 
William Mitchell Schotanus 
Joseph Edward Scruggs 
James Willis Smith 

John Nottingham Somerville 
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Carroll Richard Stegall, Jr. 
Harry Samuel Topham 
Waldon Franklin Wadsworth 
Reuben J. ‘Wallace 

Warren M. Wardlaw 

Albert Patton White 


Bachelor of Divinity — Cum Laude 


Wade Hampton Bell. Jr. 
Benjamin Lee Collins 

Robert Anderson Dobbins, Jr. 
Earl C. Downey 

Anza Blount de Gallaspy 
Finley McCorvey Grissett 
Abel McIver Hart 

James Bradford Hollenhead 
Jefferson Trent Howell, Jr. 
Joseph Lawrence Lee 

Paul Brown Long 

Fred Ranson McAlister, Jr. 
George Riley McMaster 
Robert Lancaster Montgomery 
Morton Howison Smith 
Edward Marcellus Somerville 
Ernest Ralph Tufft 

Edwin Riley Wilson, Jr. 


Bachelor of Divinity — Magna Cum Laude 


Samuel Horton Christopher, Jr. 
Douglas Wiley Hix 

Robert Edwin Kribbs 

Neely Dixon McCarter 
Spencer Castles Murray 


Master of Theology 


Walter Harold Boyd 
Clyde Gerrall Browne 
Tom Allen Davidson 
Loren Eugene Jordan 

Keu Dang Kim 

Walter Henry Pos 

Robert Watterson Rayburn 


From the Office of: 


President J. McDowell Richards 
Columbia Seminary 
Decatur, Ga. 
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